
 Summer Reading Assignment 
South Plantation High School 

 Grades 9 and 10  
2019 

 
Due on Tuesday/Wednesday, September 3/4            English 1 (9th grade) 
Incoming ninth graders will choose one of the following novels and complete both parts of the assignment: 

• Tears of a Tiger or Panic by Sharon Draper 
• *Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons 
• The Battle of Jericho by Sharon Draper 
• Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar 
• *Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas 

Adams 

• *Sleep Donation by Karen Russell 
• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
• Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

 
 

* Recommended for students entering English 1 Honors 
 

English 2 (10th grade) 
Incoming tenth graders will choose one of the following novels and complete both parts of the assignment: 

• The Wave by Todd Strasser 
• Chinese Handcuffs by Chris Crutcher 
• Breathing Underwater by Alex Flinn 
• *Childhood’s End by Arthur C. Clark 

• *Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier 
• *The Right Stuff by Tom Wolf 
• *Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom 

* Recommended for students entering English 2 Honors 
NOTE: Some of the books may contain adult situations.  We urge you to choose a book with a parent’s or guardian’s 
guidance. If a book makes you uncomfortable, abandon it and select another. 
 
1. Book Jacket--A book jacket is the outer cover of a hard-bound book. 
Recommended size in inches: 
                  20” 
 
 
                        Author              Novel Blurb                      Summer                Literary 
  Info        Reading                 Criticisms 
      By- Author Unknown                      
                 8” 
  (4)         (3)   (5)       (1)              (2) 
 
 
                                           Book Jacket laid out flat 

(1) Front cover: Title of the novel, author, new cover design (do not copy the art work already existing on the cover of 
the book) 

(2) Front inside flap: 3 literary criticisms or reviews of the novel – include names of the reviewers. These should be 
professional reviews/critiques. (3-4 sentences each) 

(3) Back cover: Novel blurb (the purpose is to get a reader interested in the novel). You will write two paragraphs that 
summarize the novel without giving away too much information or a surprise ending. See the back cover of other 
books to understand the purpose of the novel blurb. 

(4) Back inside flap: Author information – 1 to 2 paragraphs that give the author’s biographical information, including 
other works published. 

(5) Spine: Title and author  
 

2. Written Assignment—The following assignment must be handwritten on notebook paper in blue or black ink. Choose 
one.  

A. Select four significant quotes from the book and explain why each quote is important to the story. 
B. Write a character diary as if you are the main character in the story. Include one descriptive entry, one reflective 

entry, and one persuasive entry, all based on events that happened during the novel. 
 


